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Travelguru’s flight search now powered by iXiGO.com 
 

In an industry first, iXiGO.com’s travel search engine to power flight searches on Travelguru 
 
 
New Delhi, November 24th, 2008 – In the global travel industry’s first collaboration of its 
kind, Travelguru (www.travelguru.com), India’s leading online travel agency, has 
partnered with iXiGO.com (www.ixigo.com), India’s leading travel search engine, to 
power its flights search. All airline searches and bookings on Travelguru will now be 
powered by iXiGO’s travel search engine, enabling travelers to search for lowest airfares 
and then book them directly on airline sites, using iXiGO’s award-winning product.  
 
Travelers using Travelguru’s flight search functionality will be able to compare offers 
from airlines, and book them directly on airline sites by clicking on links on the results 
page. This will allow travelers to complete the transaction more efficiently, and will save 
them booking fees charged by other travel portals. With travel agency commissions for 
airline bookings going down to zero, airline tickets will become more expensive when 
booked through travel agents, both offline and online. Airlines in India will thus favour 
increased direct online bookings on their own websites. In such a market environment, 
iXiGO’s consumer-friendly meta-search technology is enabling online travel portals such 
as Travelguru to move from an agency-model to a search-model, thereby making the 
site an operationally efficient and airline-friendly distribution channel. 
 
Stressing on the innovative nature of this collaboration, Mr. Aloke Bajpai, Founder and 
CEO of iXiGO said, “We are truly breaking new ground by becoming the first travel 
search in the world to partner with an online travel agency to power its airline bookings. 
With this partnership, iXiGO will enable Rs. 18 crores (~ US $4M) worth of flight 
transactions every month. Travel search is clearly set to become the dominant paradigm 
for airline bookings in India.”  
 
Mr. Ashwin Damera, Founder & CEO, Travelguru added, “We have chosen iXiGO.com 
to power our flight searches due to our belief in their team, product and technology. This 
partnership will allow Travelguru to focus on our core strengths, that is, hotel bookings 
and holiday packages. It will also allow us to trim down costs and offer our travelers the 
most feature-rich air product in India. With an exhaustive flight search engine and 
quicker navigation, customer will have best-in-class booking experience. We are 
delighted to set an example for the rest of the world to follow. ” 
 
The Travelguru-iXiGO partnership validates recent findings from global market research 
firm PhoCusWright, which suggest that growth of referral- and ad-based revenue is 
challenging the dominance of traditional bookings-driven business models in online 
travel. Hybrid business models are appearing, with travel suppliers and intermediaries 
mixing and matching their offerings to assume new roles in the search-shop-buy 
process, what is known as “The Perfect Storm”. 



 
About iXiGO.com: 
iXiGO.com ® is India’s leading online travel search engine based out of Gurgaon. iXiGO 
searches across multiple airlines, hotels, and bus booking sites and finds the best travel 
deals in India. Launched in mid-2007 by an entrepreneurial team of young IITians and 
INSEAD MBAs, iXiGO.com has been recognized by NASSCOM as India’s Top-100 
Innovator; BusinessToday and WSJ-Mint have named it among India’s hottest startups 
for its unique market approach, product usability, and passionate management team. 
iXiGO is backed by BAF Spectrum, a Singapore-based seed-investment fund. For more 
information about iXiGO, visit www.ixigo.com. 
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About Travelguru: 
Travelguru - India’s largest hotel network - offers access to over 4000 hotels in India and 
over 72,000 hotels worldwide. It offers travelers the opportunity to plan and purchase 
their travel in a transparent, easy and customizable manner with instant bookings and 
confirmations. Strategic partnerships and deep supplier relationships give Travelguru the 
edge as an aggregator of travel services. Sorting hotels by user reviews and several 
other criteria are some of the distinctive value-added services. In December, 2007 
Travelguru fully acquired Desiya.com - a company focused on hotel aggregation, 
distribution and technology to further strengthen the leadership position in hotel 
distribution. Travelguru facilitates a wide range of travel options and recommendations 
for domestic as well as international travelers. The Travelguru hotel advisors guide you 
to the most convenient place to stay including rates, amenities, landmarks and so on 
across India. It promotes properties from budget to luxury, single room to serviced 
apartment, business accommodation to leisure houseboats. www.travelguru.com  
1-800-102-4878 (Toll free from all major mobile operators) or 022-40304878. 
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